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M. DIAZ 


MR. MURAD: Today's date is January 17, 

2002. The time is 545 hours. My name is Murray 

MURAD of the Fire Department of the City of New 

York. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. MOUSSA DIAZ, EMT, 3203 for the New York City 
Fire Department, EMS. 

Q. This interview is being conducted at 
Battalion 49, Astoria station. This is regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. EMT DIAZ, just give us 
your perspective on what occurred that day. 

A. What happened was we had a job, pregnant 
complications, so I called for back up medics 49 
Victor, Tour 2. We brought the patient over to 
Elmhurst Hospital. Upon getting our ACR signed, Carlos 
Lillo came running over and told us a plane just hit 
the tower, you know, let's come up available as soon as 
possible and head down there. 

Got on the radio, we got in the ambulance and 
got on the radio, and we told them we were going to be 
responding, so we followed 9 Victor en route to the 
tower from Elmhurst Hospital in Queens. 

Q. Keep going. 


A. Elmhurst Hospital in Queens. From there, we 
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drove down to the Midtown Tunnel. Took the Midtown 
Tunnel. Our destination was Barclay and Vesey. From 
there me and my partner -- 9 Victor went their way. Me 
and my partner went towards 1 World Trade Center, where 
the command post was. 

Q. What was your partner's name, who were you 
working with that day? 

A. Paul Adams, shield number 2212. We were 
directed to go to either Barclay and Vesey, right 
across the street from the 1 World Trade Center. 

That's where we met Captain -- I don't know her name. 
We had our first patient that had about 70 percent 
degree burns. We assessed her. We transported her to 
St. Vinny's. We came back from St. Vinny's, back to 
the same location. The Captain had told me there is a 
lady with a cardiac condition, so we sat her down on 
the stretcher. 

All of a sudden we heard a big boom and I 
looked up and the tower started to collapse, so I 
instructed the patient, I told her make a run for it. 
From then we all ran. I lost my partner and a big 
black cloud of debris started coming around the corner 
from, I believe it's 5 World Trade Center. 


Q. When you said you heard a boom, what tower -- 
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can you describe which tower -- 

A. I believe it was tower one, because we were 
right in front of it. Right between, there is a 
street. There is like a path. We were against the 
building. 5 World Trade Center. I believe that was 
what it was, and 1 World Trade Center. It was directly 
above it and that's where the command post was. 

When we heard the big boom, I looked up and I 
just saw the building collapsing. My patient was on 
the stretcher and I unstrapped her and I said make a 
run for it. We ran around the corner. Everybody just 
started trampling. I fell on the floor, and that's 
when a ball of dust started coming in between the 
blocks of buildings and my visibility was gone for a 
while. I ran into a pole, couldn't breathe and a 
cameraman, a guy had a camera I couldn't see and all I 
saw was a bobbing light. I ran over to the cameraman 
and he grabbed me and we started feeling for -- things 
-- things seem, you know -- we were losing air, trying 
to feel somewhere where we can get in and trying to 
open car doors and then we felt for a city bus. We 
opened up the door, went in, I was looking for buttons 
to turn it on. We turned this bus on and we started 


taking people inside the bus to get a little refuge, 
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because there was no visibility. 

From there, I thanked him for saving my life 
and stepped off the bus. Everybody else stepped off 
and we started running. Then another cloud came. We 
had some visibility and I had some sense of direction 
where I'm running towards. I ran towards -- I believe 
it was Federal Plaza. By the courts. I took refuge 
there here, by the Federal Building, the US Post 
Office. We ran up towards this way. We took refuge 
there. I got the fire hydrant that was open and I got 
some water to clear my face and stuff. We had like a 
little command post. People running up to me. I was 
by myself and asked me what should I do. I just had 
them sit down, because there was asthmatics, there was 
pregnant people, nothing really major. 

From there, I went back because my partner 
was gone. I went back, I walked back and I walked back 
down West towards the location of the command post, but 
it was impossible because there was no visibility 
towards that area. That's when I saw EMT Barrett 
running out and EMT Monchery running out. They were 
from my Battalion. They were all dusted up and we 
just, you know, started hugging each other and stuff. 


From there, I believe one of them had a 
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radio, because I lost my equipment and everything. We 
heard that people needed help down at -- I think it was 
down Broadway and -- I'm not too sure. Couple of 
blocks over. 

We went there and there was an ambulance. 

The Captain that was in charge of the command area was 
there and an ambulance. I don't know the people's 
names. We drove to a corner, because there was 
somebody in distress like two blocks down. It was just 
a guy that was in our situation, but he was stable and 
started to go on his way. 

From there, they drove me to the West Side 
Highway to get checked out. I got triaged over there, 
mini triage, and I stayed there until the duration, 
until 1 in the morning basically. 

The rest of the people from Battalion 49 that 
were there, we all went under the ambulances and we 
went down back to the station. 

Q. Just a couple of questions. Actually, so you 
were there when the north tower collapsed. Was the 
south tower down already? 

A. No, I was there -- I don't know which the 
first tower that went down. 


Q. You were there for the first -- so that was 
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the south tower that came down? 
A. Probably, yes. 
Q. Then you were there for the north tower, 


also, collapse? 


A. Yes, I was there. 
Q. Radio, did you have any radio communications? 
A. I lost my radio when I got tr -- because when 


I was on the stretcher, I had the patient on the 
stretcher. I unstrapped her and I told her run. I 
unstrapped her and I told her to run and the people 
just started trampling on you. My helmet was gone 
because I didn't have it strapped on tight enough. My 
radio, my equipment that was on the scene was gone. My 
ambulance was parked a block and a half away and if I 
would have went there I wouldn't have made it. If I 
would have went towards the ambulance I definitely 
would have -- I was about a block and a half way away 
from -- 

Q. Is there anything else that you would like to 
add at this time? 

A. Not at all. 

MR. MURAD: Time now is 0600 hours. This 
concludes the interview. I would like to thank 


EMT DIAZ for this interview. Thank you. 


